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The purpose of this POST Field Training Program Guide is to provide admin-
istrators of POST-participating agencies with information and assistance in 
applying POST field training program regulations within their field training 
program development and maintenance. A standardized program and forms 
have been developed to guide law enforcement departments and their Field 
Training Officers (FTOs) through the initial orientation and field training of 
newly assigned patrol officers. The program is designed to assist the new 
officers in making the transition from what they learned in the academy to 
performing general law enforcement uniformed patrol duties competently in 
the field.

The POST standardized program (with its structured learning content and 
applicable regulations) and the other program samples in this guide are an 
accumulation of the best aspects of existing field training programs throughout 
our state and the nation. They were designed and provided with the following 
criteria in mind:

Defensible/Fair – The program 1) ensures proper selection and 
training of FTOs, 2) allows trainee feedback mechanisms, 3) provides 
a comprehensive list of performance objectives, and 4) utilizes a 
standardized evaluation process.  

Effective/Manageable – The program is performance-based and 
includes adequate documentation, minimum time completion 
requirements, and competency specifications.

Adaptable/Flexible – The program is adaptable to any size or type 
of agency. Flexibility is afforded as agencies are able to incorporate 
agency-specific policies and procedures and other local references/
resources into the program.

The POST field training program regulations and POST-approved field train-
ing programs are intended to achieve the following goals:

continued
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• To produce a competent peace officer capable of working a 
uniformed, solo patrol assignment in a safe, skillful, productive, 
and professional manner.

• To provide standardized training to all newly assigned patrol 
officers in the practical application of learned information.

• To provide clear standards for rating and evaluation which give 
all trainees every reasonable opportunity to succeed.

• To enhance the professionalism, job skills, and ethical standards 
of the law enforcement community. 

The mission of the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and 
Training is to continually enhance the professionalism of California law 
enforcement in serving its communities. This POST Field Training Program 
Guide has been developed to support this mission, drawing upon the expertise 
of and input from the law enforcement community statewide and nationally.

The Commission appreciates the contributions made by the Field Training 
Advisory Council, the Reno (Nevada) Police Department, the Police 
Executive Research Forum (PERF), and the Office of Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS), US Department of Justice, in providing input to 
prepare this guide. Questions or comments regarding this document should be 
directed to the Basic Training Bureau at (916) 227-4252.

Kenneth J. O’Brien
Executive Director



POST.BTB.2003-01

i v  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  v

Scott Amos
San Diego Co. Sheriff’s Deprtment

Bill Blair
Long Beach Police Department

Sandy Boyd
College Of Marin 

Gregory Busey
Humboldt Co. Sheriff’s Department

David Chlebowski
Bay Area Rapid Transit Police 
Department 

Pat Correa
San Francisco Police Department

Jerrilove Crockett
San Diego Police Department

Ron Daly
San Jose Police Department

Sherree Flores
Fresno Police Department

Gary Gee
Bay Area Rapid Transit Police 
Department

Dave Gneiting
Sacramento Co. Sheriff’s Department

Craig Hendricks
Arroyo Grande Police Department

Craig Kilday
Riverside Co. Sheriff’s Department

Myron King
Imperial Co. Sheriff’s Department

Bob Lucas
Arcata Police Department

Bob Medkeff
Los Angeles Police Department

Randy Mendosa
Arcata Police Department

Paget Mitchell
San Francisco Police Department 

Jim Moore
Anaheim Police Department

Gary Morrison
Long Beach Police Department

Don Patterson
Santa Barbara Co. Sheriff’s Department

Mike Pegg
Redding Police Department

Ted Prell
Allan Hancock College

Joseph Reyes
Santa Cruz Co. Sheriff’s Department

Tim Senkir
Santa Rosa Police Department

James Vandenberg
UCLA Police Department

Rock Wagner
Los Angeles Co. Sheriff’s Department

Jim Watson
Fresno Police Department

  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S
 P O S T  F I E L D  T R A I N I N G  A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L



POST.BTB.2003-01

v i  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  v i i



POST.BTB.2003-01

v i  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  v i i

Foreword. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iii
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . v

PART I.  PROGRAM ORIENTATION
 Field Training Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-1
 Field Training Program Elements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-5
 Roles/Expectations of Trainees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-17
 Roles/Expectations of Field Training Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-19
 Roles/Expectations of Field Training Program Supervisor/
 Administrator/Coordinator (SAC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I-25

PART II.  EVALUATION, DOCUMENTATION and REMEDIATION
 Evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II-1
 Performance Evaluation Documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II-9
 Remedial Training and Strategies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II-15

PART III.  FIELD TRAINING PROGRAM PACKAGES
 Field Training Program Packages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . III-1

PART IV,  POST FIELD TRAINING PROGRAM
 The POST Field Training Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IV-1
 POST Field Training Program Sample. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-1

PART V.  COPS POLICE TRAINING PROGRAM
 COPS Problem-Based Learning (PBL)/Police Training

Officer (PTO) Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V-1

  C O N T E N T S :



POST.BTB.2003-01

v i i i  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  i x



POST.BTB.2003-01

v i i i  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  i x

AGENCY ORIENTATION / DEPARTMENT POLICIES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-1

OFFICER SAFETY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-7

ETHICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-10

USE OF FORCE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-14

PATROL VEHICLE OPERATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-16

COMMUNITY RELATIONS / PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR. . . . . . . . . FTP-24

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-33

LEADERSHIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-38

CALIFORNIA CODES AND LAWS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-39

SEARCH AND SEIZURE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-48

REPORT WRITING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-52

CONTROL OF PERSONS / PRISONERS / MENTALLY ILL. . . . . . . . . . . FTP-39

PATROL PROCEDURES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-72

INVESTIGATIONS / EVIDENCE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-118

TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS / CONFLICT RESOLUTION. . . . . . . FTP-135

TRAFFIC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-142

SELF-INITIATED ACTIVITY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-155

SUBJECT INDEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP -157

LEARNING DOMAIN DESCRIPTION AND HOURS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FTP-163

  F I E L D  T R A I N I N G  P R O G R A M  
 C O N T A I N E D  W I T H I N  P A R T  I V  O F  T H E  G U I D E



POST.BTB.2003-01

x  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  x i



POST.BTB.2003-01

x  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  

POST.BTB.2003-01

I n t r o d u c t i o n  –  x i

PART VI.   APPENDICES I–XX

 Appendix I Daily Observation Report – Numeric Rating Scale 
and SEGs

 Appendix II Daily Observation Report – Alphabetic Rating Scale 
and SEGs

 Appendix III Daily Training Notes
 Appendix IV Weekly Training Progress Report
 Appendix V Supervisor’s Weekly Report (SWR)
 Appendix VI  End of Phase Report (EPR)
 Appendix VII Phase Evaluation Report
 Appendix VIII Remedial Training Assignment Worksheet
 Appendix IX FTO Critique Form
 Appendix X Field Training Program Critique Form
 Appendix XI Field Training Program Completion Record/

Competency Attestation
 Appendix XII Field Training Program Terminology
 Appendix XIII COPS PBL/PTO Program – Frequently Asked Questions
 Appendix XIV COPS PBL/PTO Program – Program Description/

Overview
 Appendix XV  COPS PBL/PTO Program – Examples of Matrix Cells 
 Appendix XVI Reno Police Department PTO Program – Sample Matrix 

Phase ‘C’
 Appendix XVII POST & COPS PBL/PTO Field Training Model 

Comparisons
 Appendix XVIII POST & COPS PBL/PTO Field Training Model 

Flow Chart
 Appendix XIX Sample Learning Activity Packages (LAPs)
 Appendix XX Sample Phase Report

  A P P E N D I C E S
 S A M P L E  R E P O R T S  A N D  F O R M S



POST.BTB.2003-01

x i i  –  P O S T  F i e l d  Tr a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  G u i d e  


